Little Juniata River Association Meeting
November 13, 2025

The Little Juniata River Association met at Marzonis Restaurant on November 13, 2025.
The meeting was called to order at 7 P.M. by Bill Anderson, President. Directors present
were: Bill Anderson, Scott Kavanaugh, Dennis Johnson, William King, Sr, Joseph Reese,
Angie Spagnoli, Logan Stenger, Carl Reed, and Lee Pryor.

Status of The Morrow Property

Bill spoke with Dave Morrow concerning the Nadine Morrow land. They have broken it
down into three properties. The farm land along route 453, the yellow house area, and all of
the fishing access which includes the timberland beyond the railroad track on the opposite
side of the river. The auction for the land will be in April, 2026. Bill informed Mr. Morrow
that both Fish and Boat and the Western PA Conservancy are working on putting a deal
together to purchase access for fishing. If he won’t separate out fishing parcels there
probably will not be access to that section of the river.

Doggie Day Care Development - Sandy Run

Angie gave an update on the Doggie Day Care project. Fornari Dog Day Care plans to
construct a new 4,400 square foot facility at the former site of the Gulish Nursery and
Garden Center on Sabbath Rest Road. It’s going to have 20 parking spaces and dog runs.
The Antis Township Planning Commission has approved the plan. They are now waiting for
Penndot to approve a Highway Occupancy Permit and the Blair County Conservation
District will need to review the stormwater and erosion plans. One of the major concerns
is dog waste and the impact this project will have on Sandy Run which is a Class A wild
trout stream. The LIRA will be monitoring this project closely.

Baker Lane Washout Project Status

Angie reported on the Baker Lane project. The installation of a septic system damaged the
roots of a large Ash tree which eventually fell over and made a hole along the stream bank
which would create an erosion problem. An emergency permit was applied for but DEP
denied it. Now they have to go through the process of getting a general permit. Al
Budinsky, who is an Environmental Engineer, is working with Angie to put everything
together for this permit. This project probably will not be completed until next Spring.

Report on the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission Surveys

Bill called Fish and Boat regarding their survey from last year. The only information he
could get was from Chris Kuntz who stated that the results of the survey will not make any
change in the fourteen miles of special regulation from Ironville to the mouth. They have
still not released the detailed results. Bill will continue to push Fish and Boat for the full
report.



Fishing Easement Status

Bill met with a Fish and Boat engineer and surveyor at the Barree Bridge. They reviewed the
easement agreement that we have with the Methodist Church. The management of the
campground had previously put a chain across the parking area near the bridge and had
installed a picnic table and porta potty. The managers plan was to charge fishermen $5 to
park and have access to these facilities. Bill and the Fish and Boat representatives now
observed that the chain and porta potty are gone. The maps and information that Fish and
Boat brought along proved that we indeed paid the church an extra $5,000 for a parking
area where the chain had been. There was also an agreement with the church to provide
an access path to the river. The plan now is to put in a formal parking lot and define the
access path to the river. Fish and Boat will provide a drawing of the parking lot and the
access path. Bill will meet with the township supervisors to determine if any kind of
permitting is required. We will need to clarify with the new owners the details of the entire
easement along their property. The only thing excluded from the easement was the
shoreline where the campers are located. This is all shown on the Fish and Boat maps.
Bill and the Fish and Boat reps then went to the Allison property easement which is two
miles of fishing access. There is also an area there that we paid an extra $5,000 for a
parking lot. Fish and Boat will give us a drawing for that area also. Bill will check to see if
any permits are needed to do the construction in this area. Another easement that we have
been working on is with the George Bonsell family. The Bonsell’s own land from the stone
arch bridge to the ramp at Grazierville on | 99. However, there is no legitimate way to
access that property. There are two possibilities. One would be to cross over property
owned by Greg Morris. The other would be to cross property owned by American Eagle
Paper. We will need to talk with Mr. Morris and American Eagle Paper concerning this
matter.

Stocking Freeman Run

There was discussion concerning Fish and Boat Commissions plans to stock Freeman Run
which is a Class A wild trout stream. This is an experiment to determine the impact of
stocking hatchery fish over a wild population. We are opposed to stocking hatchery trout
over wild trout. Studies have shown that stocking over a wild population is always
detrimental.

Other Topics Discussed

Eric talked to some surveyors who said that there are plans on making Route 453 a 4 lane
road from the Interstate to an area to be determined. If and when this may happen is not
known at this time. The LJRA will monitor this closely.

Denny Johnson informed the group that Juniata College is looking to do a potential History
of Fly Fishing in the Region Display at their museum. This would be a great opportunity for
the Little Juniata to have a showing and be part of this project. This could be a year or so
down the road. Denny will keep us updated.



Angie appraised the group that John Frederick, Environmental Grant Manager at Antis
Township, is applying for a grant to create some programs for kids which would be focused
on conservation and environmental education. Angie and Bill are working on some ideas
for the kids to get them involved and educated about the Little Juniata, its tributaries, and

wetlands. If anyone has any suggestions or wants to help out, they should contact Angie or
Bill.

With no other business to be discussed, a motion for adjournment was made and carried
by unanimous consent, The ending time was 8:10 P.M.

Lee Pryor
Secretary



